Announcing Our 12th Rector
The Rev. Christopher R. Harris

The wardens and vestry are pleased to announce
the calling of The Reverend Christopher (Chris) R.
Harris as the 12th Rector of St. Michael’s Church.
Father Chris will arrive in New York City in August
and begin worshipping with us in early September.

Father Chris describes himself as a community
builder, convinced that relationship and

i discipleship are the twin engines of congregational
vitality, generosity, and growth. He was drawn to
St. Michael’s because its values reflect his own —
diversity, justice, spiritual growth, community, and
a desire to experience the inner joy that flows from
following Jesus wherever he may lead.

He impressed the Search Committee in many
ways, including his creativity, leadership,
compassion, inclusivity, accessible preaching,
ability to connect people with different backgrounds, emotional intelligence, and ability to
empower clergy, staff and lay leadership. His own life journey — discovering the Episcopal
Church as an adult, discerning career changes, and taking leaps of faith — will help him to
support parishioners with wisdom and care as we navigate our own paths. The Search
Committee, then the Vestry voted unanimously to call Father Chris.

+ Background +

Father Chris comes to St. Michael’s from Christ Church Cranbrook in Bloomfield Hills,
Michigan—one of the leading Episcopal parishes in the country with more than 2,200
members. He served there as Senior Associate Rector for Adult Formation, Evangelism, and
Stewardship. During his tenure, he increased participation in adult education, built a thriving
small-group ministry, created new fellowship opportunities, developed comprehensive
onboarding processes for newcomers and emerging leaders, and expanded the parish’s
engagement across Metro Detroit. These efforts, among others, contributed to a period of
significant growth, with the parish increasing by more than five hundred members since 2018.

Father Chris began his ordained ministry at St. Paul’s Episcopal Cathedral in San Diego,
serving as Canon for Congregational Development. There he developed a national reputation
for his innovative, relational approach to evangelism and stewardship. He was named an
“Evangelism Catalyst” by the Bishop of San Diego and later served the wider church through
leadership roles with The Episcopal Network for Stewardship, Invite Welcome Connect, and,
currently, on the faculty of The Institute for Advanced Pastoral Studies, an ecumenical
program in adaptive leadership funded by the Lilly Foundation. He is an established speaker




at national conferences and has advised nearly one hundred congregations across the
country on stewardship, evangelism, and community engagement.

Father Chris is married to Joseph Bruglio, a former
celebrity hair stylist in West Hollywood and active
partner in parish ministry. Together they have twin
9-year-old daughters, Gianna and Aleena, who love
singing in the choir and serving in their community.

He holds a bachelor’s degree in political science and
economics from the University of California, Santa Cruz;
| a Juris Doctorate from California Western School of Law;
and completed his theological education at The School
for Ministry — an innovative program that provided
i seminary education in the context of a service center for
8 the unhoused. Before answering his call to the
~  priesthood, he built a successful law practice

" representing small business owners in tax disputes and
restructuring, with offices throughout Southern California.

+ With Gratitude +

We offer our deep thanks to the Search Committee: co-chairs Gail Naruo and James Blue
along with Jennevieve Culver, Carole Everett, leda Fuller, Olga Hartwell, Brian Hoff, Roberta
Holder-Mosley, Gregory Morris, Tom Phillips, and Austin Smith. The Committee met with
numerous candidates through multiple rounds of interviews, including site visits with finalists.
Altogether, its members devoted 2000 person-hours to this important search.

Our Church Profile proved to be an invaluable reference document for the Search Committee.
We are grateful to the Profile Committee, chaired by Kris Ishibashi and to members John
Avery, Marianna Breland, Arlene Bullard, Brian Distelberg, Justin Fox, Beth Krause, Lucia
Moses, and Susan Wade. We also thank the more than 100 parishioners who participated in
our listening sessions!

We would like to express our heartfelt appreciation to St. Michael’s staff and clergy — Interim
Rector Margaret Rose, Associate Rector Julie Hoplamazian (who served as Acting Interim
Rector) and Assisting Priest Joseph Wood — for guiding us through this time of transition.

Please join us in warmly welcoming Father Chris and his family to St. Michael’s!

Wardens - Marianna Klaiman and Kyle Okimoto

Members of the Vestry - Ren Belcher, Walter Cain, Brian Distelberg, Kris Ishibashi, Sarah
Krause, Serhat Krause, Lucia Moses, Jim Roe, Sam Sue, Linda Turnbull, Susan Wade,
Denisha Williams




