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Music and Epiphany
By Anthony Furnivall

The season of Epiphany is one of those curious
seasons that vary in length, depending on the
phases of the moon (true – the full moon

defines the date of Easter, and Epiphany stretches
until Ash Wednesday, just 6 1/2 weeks before Easter).
This means that, like the season after Pentecost, we
have a different number of Sundays within the season,
from year to year. All of these Sundays, however, share
a common feature – the days are getting longer. This
preoccupation with astronomical phenomena is a way
of introducing the music for Epiphany – which places a
lot of emphasis on Light as well as the Wise Men!

The first few weeks we explore music by Felix
Mendelssohn and Peter Cornelius both German
Romantics; and William Crotch and Thomas Attwood,
both English composers from the turn of the eigh-
teenth century. We also look back to the Renaissance,
with music by Jacob Handl and Heinrich Isaac. All of
this music deals, in one way or another, with the jour-

ney and story of the three Magi. Why is this story so
important, and what does it mean for us today?

Traditionally the arrival of the Magi at Bethlehem is
regarded as the first instance of Jesus’ manifestation 
to the Gentiles (the word Epiphany means “manifesta-
tion”), a radically different attitude towards the
Gentiles from that which had been common up to that
point. We will also hear a setting of the Nunc Dimittis,
or the Song of Simeon, in which (as Luke tells it)
Simeon sings that he has seen “.. a light to lighten the
Gentiles, and to be the glory of thy people, Israel.”
There is our theme of light, once again!

It is good to remember when we sometimes get sunk
into a mass of penitential despair, that there is indeed
light ahead – and it is a Light for all the world, and
that includes us!

UTO Fall Ingathering Well Attended

On Wednesday, November 2, nearly a hundred people from across the diocese attended the fall United
Thank Offering Ingathering morning service at St. Michael's. During the service, at which the UTO collec-
tions from over twenty parishes were presented, the Rev. George Brandt welcomed all who had gathered

to St. Michael's. Bishop E. Don Taylor, who also was present, preached and presided at the Eucharist. At the
luncheon following the service in the Parish Hall, the speaker was Ajunla Sojwal, a seminarian and wife of the
rector of All Angels. Her remarks were followed by a brief diocesan ECW semi-annual meeting. Many thanks to
St. Michael's Episcopal Church Women and all others who baked and/or assisted with the Parish's hosting of this
diocesan gathering.

The words to that ancient hymn “On
Christ the solid Rock I stand” have come
to mean a great deal more to me in

recent days, what with the excavations going
on behind the Rectory and next to the Parish
House. It is astonishing that just a few feet
below the soil surface our buildings are sited
on solid Manhattan schist--you can see an
outcropping of it in the garden next to the
church. It is the stuff that makes Manhattan
skyscrapers and subways possible. 

Think of it: our Manhattan is much of what 
it is because we are an island surrounded by
navigable water and made of very hard rock.
We are also a beacon for the immigrant and
the adventurer; the water can be crossed and
the rock lets our minds contemplate reaching
for the sky. 

In the case of what is going on around us
here on 99th Street, these possibilities are
being realized in extraordinary and tangible
ways. Those of us who live here are unavoid-
ably aware of it
because at 7:00 am
sharp the construction
machines start their
work and at 3:15 pm all
goes silent until the
next workday. Yet this
very temporary noise
and distraction of
building is helping to
secure the home of St.
Michael’s for our third 
century, through the
establishment of our
Bicentennial Fund.
Because no blasting
can be done--we’re right next to the subway
on Broadway and our buildings have no metal
frames--and because we are on solid rock,
these incredible machines create an appalling
but essential cacophony as they hammer into
and break up this granite upon which our new
neighbors’ homes will be built.

Going back to that grand old hymn, the great
Church of Jesus Christ, of which we are but a
tiny part, is, like St. Michael’s, built on the
Rock of Jesus himself--the Rock of Ages. We
are an island in the wider world surrounded 
by the spiritual water of the Holy Spirit which
constantly renews us; just as Manhattan’s
waters are constantly changing and renewing
themselves. Yet we are not a fortress against
the world. Like Manhattan there are many
bridges to our island by which those who seek
truth, beauty and goodness come to us and
aspire with us to seek and be found by God.

Recently I had the privilege of blessing the
relationship of two friends, men who have
been together for ten years. There were more
than 200 folks present, including parents and
cousins, at a fabulous party. I spoke to the
assembled guests about the fact that, while
the Church has had no problem blessing
ships, hunt packs, buildings and even
Congress (among many other things), in our
long history it has done a more than credible
job of keeping people apart by using the
Scriptures to reinforce preexisting attitudes
and prejudices. This situation is, praise the
Lord, now coming to an end because JESUS
IS THE TRUE UNITER, NOT DIVIDER, and he
gives us life in his life so that we are free to
follow him in the truth of who we are by his
gift of life to each.

Quite a few of the people present who were
from certain parts of the country thanked me
personally, some in tears, for representing
their Church and its commitment to the truth
of Christ’s love. Others have since told the

couple that they are rethink-
ing their hostility to the
Christian Church in light 
of what they experienced
through the blessing
because their earlier experi-
ences of Christ’s Church
were distinctly un-Christ like.

So, as I think about the
water of the Spirit here 
on our island of solid rock, 
I praise the Rock of my life 
for the privilege of being
one bridge in a community
of bridges to God, whose

patron is the great heavenly warrior Michael
the Archangel, who fought against and 
defeated Evil in all of its hateful, destructive
divisiveness.

That is our challenge as a community in this
New Year: to continue the struggle to more
fully be an island of God’s love built on the
Rock of Christ, and for each of us to be a
bridge by which people who are seeking God
can cross and find true life.

HAPPY 
NEW YEAR!

George
Brandt,Jr.+ 

STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN 2006
Be sure to make your 2006 pledge. Pledge cards and envelopes will arrive shortly.

“...JESUS IS THE TRUE
UNITER, NOT DIVIDER,
and he gives us life in his
life so that we are free to
follow him in the truth of
who we are by his gift of
life to each.”
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