
Dear People and Friends of St. M ichael’s: 
 
The Vestry has done what!!!?!!!  Yes, the Vestry has voted a 2004 Mission Budget for 
the church with a $600,000 hole in it.  You mean a deficit?  Yes, we have voted an 
intentional deficit of $600,000! 
  
Why in these times have we done such a bizarre thing?  Are they crazy!  No, we are 
not crazy. 
  
We’ve done this because we have decided that to really grow our congregation, to 
reach out, bring new folks into our congregation and make disciples, is our primary 
business, Our Mission.  We are all proud of our Saturday Kitchen, our growing 
Sunday School, our bril liant music program and our astonishing diversity and 
inclusively in Jesus Christ. 
  
BUT – our pride in those things should spur us to an urgency to share ourselves, our 
community of Christ, w ith everyone who wil l accept our invitation to belong to us.  
Just as we stretched ourselves to restore St. M ichael’s to its magnificence, we believe 
we must now stretch ourselves to fill it to overflowing.  Just as we spent out of the 
endowment to restore it, so we must spend out of the endowment to bring many 
others to abundant life in Christ w ithin it. 
  
As has been said in other places by other people – the Christian Church is the only 
organization that exists for people who do not belong to it.  What we do for ourselves 
within our church is wonderful; what we are called to do in Christ’s name is bring 
others to Him, incorporate them into His l ife. 
  
Our corporal works of mercy – our Saturday Kitchen, our Pilgrim Resource Center, 
Our Shelter – all are part of and derivative of a larger job.  That job is to go out and 
make disciples (Matthew 28:18-20) 
  
In our tradition of Christianity disciples are made in community.  Our music, our 
worship, our prayer and study – all of these are for us to enable us to go out and bring 
others in and open their hearts to God’s Love. 
  
We are called therefore to make ourselves vulnerable as Jesus made Himself 
vulnerable.  For us that means risking in faith that where God’s work is being done 
God w ill provide resources to support it.  Our Lord’s Resurrection was God’s 
judgment on Jesus’ life of self-offering.  So what does that have to do w ith a huge 
deficit? 
  
It has to do with the need to staff for growth NOT for maintenance.  We are of such a 
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complexity that we need someone to pay constant 
attention to our Sunday School – so we are going to be 
looking for a Coordinator of Religious Education – 
part time at first, but you cannot manage a church 
school of 80-90 children the way you would one of 30 
children.  Our wonderful teachers are volunteers who 
need support in their mission of teaching and training.  
We have a growing group of young adults and we’ve 
decided to bring on another priest who will have as 
one of her or his jobs the nurture of that new and 
growing community.  In this manic city and rapidly 
changing community we need to get our story out and 
keep it out so we’re trying to get someone to pay 
attention to our Communications and Website – our 
volunteer Web Master has many things to do. 
 
Staffing for growth means planning for, not waiting 
for, growth – hospitals don’t wait for surgical patients 
before hiring surgeons and schools don’t wait for 
students before hiring teachers.  The church as 
evangelical reconciler, healer and teacher must do 
likew ise; we must provide the leaders to encourage 
and support growth. 
 
This is a bold act of Faith on our part in which we 
hope you w ill join – and that’s where the deficit comes 
in.  We are prepared to spend to grow – are you 
prepared to give to grow so that we can reduce or 
eliminate the deficit and spare the endowment? 
 
To help you understand our hopes and goals we have 
retained the services of a Stewardship and 
Development staff person to help us tell you about 
what we are doing and what our needs are. 
 
Right now we have pledges of approximately 
$270,000.  We have income from rentals of $183,575; 
endowment income of $229,545, cemetery income of 
$301,690, income from other sources of $97,500 for a 
total plus pledges of $1,082,310.  We have a Mission 
Budget of $1,674,273.  That is to say – in order to 
accomplish the Mission of St. M ichael’s for 2004 we 
need that much money. 
 
The decision of St. M ichael’s as expressed in its budget 
is to grow and make disciples.  So we have not lost our 
minds.  We are on Christ’s Mission – How about you?  
Will you, as one of God’s people, provide the 
resources? 
Happy Easter! A lleluia! A lleluia! 
 
Father Brandt 
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by Father Lew Johnson 
 
We had an exceptionally productive and congenial 
retreat at Incarnation Center in Ivoryton, CT at the 
end of April.  20 young men and women, from the 5th 
to the 12th grade, spent a delightful weekend in the 
country together, chaperoned by 10 dedicated 
teachers and parents.  We got started planning for our 
blockbuster June 6th Awards and Recognition Service, 
did some team and trust building exercises on the 
Low Ropes Course, sang Beatles songs at the top of 
our lungs around a roaring bonfire, played baseball, 
basketball and Frisbee, celebrated a delightfully 
impromptu Holy Communion together, stayed up 
late talking, and devoured several delicious meals!  It 
was the best youth retreat I’ve ever been on. 
 
June 6th promises to be a one-of-a-kind service!  Each 
class in the Sunday School has taken a part of the 
order of worship as their own, from the lessons and 
the psalm to the sermon, prayers and benediction!  It 
w ill be a truly student generated service.  We will be 
giving awards to all the members of our classes, and 
recognizing the creativity and commitment of our 
teachers and other 'friends' of the Sunday School.  
While Colleen Berge-Barr is continuing as our special 
needs coordinator, she is 'retiring' from the excellent 
superintending she has done the last three years, so 
we wil l be giving her kudos for the great work she has 
done.  Chiara Klaiman is off to McGill University, and 
Ian Kennedy to Earlham College, so we’l l be sending 
them off w ith God’s grace, knowing it won’t be the 
same without them here every Sunday, and hoping 
they’l l be back to visit on holidays.  It’s going to be a 
big day! 
 
We really have a jump on fall planning this spring – 
part of the Growth Model!  We have the whole 2004-
05 calendar laid out, which will be mailed to all 
Sunday School families in June, along with a 2004-05 
registration form, which w ill also be available on-line 
through the website.  If we do our fall registration 
over the summer, we’ll be able to order materials and 
make class assignments more accurately. We’re 
getting our act together to promote growth – so plan 
now to bring your friends to Sunday School this fall.  
Kick off date – Sept. 12! 
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Sunday, M ay 30 ~Pentecost 

� � Summer Worship Schedule begins: 

TWO SERVICES: 7:45 & 10:30am 

Child Care during 10:30 service 

Hospitality following 10:30 service 

Sunday, June 6 ~ Trini ty Sunday 

� � 10:30am: Youth Service 

 (See article, page 2) 

Sunday, June 20 ~ Father’s Day 

� � 9:15am ~ Parish Council Meeting 

� � 11:45am ~ Father’s Day Ice Cream Social 

M onday, June 28 

� � 7:00pm ~ June Vestry Meeting 

 

Throughout the Summer: 

Sisters of the Circle ~ Mondays, 6:30-8:00pm 

Lunch & Bible Study ~ Thursdays, 12:30-2:00pm 

Saturday Kitchen ~ Saturdays, 10-11:00am 

Pilgrim Resource Center ~ Saturdays, 10-11:00am 

Quilters ~ Sundays, 11:45-1:00pm 
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Worthy Causes 

Barbara Fazio-McGrory and Ken McGrory are currently 
in training to participate in the June 27 New York City 
Triathlon to raise money for the Leukemia and 
Lymphoma Society.  Seventy-five per cent of all 
proceeds go to research and direct patient services.  If 
you are interested in sponsoring them, please call 
Barbara or Ken or see them after any Sunday service to 
ask for a donor form.  They thank everyone for your 
support. 
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by Deacon Pete Peterson 
 
There are many different forms of prayer. Some are 
very formal, w ith all the words laid out for us to 
follow. Of course, there are spontaneous prayers from 
the heart – prayers of thanksgiving, prayers for help, 
for healing, for direction. But there is one form that I 
discovered many years ago and use often: the “ Prayer 
of Relinquishment.”  I discovered this prayer in the 
book Beyond Our Selves by Catherine Marshall. The 
book is about Marshall’s pilgrimage in faith and is 
really her spiritual autobiography. 
 
Marshall was ill at one point in her life and was in bed 
for many months. Specialists were unable to help her. 
She prayed, and as she said, used all the faith she 
could muster, but there were no results – either from 
the doctors or from prayer. She finally reached a point 
where she could not go on. “ I’m tired of asking. I’m 
beaten, finished God, you decide what you want for 
me for the rest of my life,”  she wrote, and added, 
“ Tears flowed.”  She had no faith as she understood 
faith; she expected nothing. 
 
“ The result was as if w indows had opened in heaven, 
as if some dynamo of heavenly power had begun 
flowing, flowing into me. From that moment my 
recovery began,”  was how Marshall expressed her 
new faith.  
 
I have done a lot of thinking about this form of prayer 
and come to realize that the Prayer of Relinquishment 
is built around the fact that fear blocks prayer. Fear is 
a barrier erected between us and God, so that God’s 
power cannot get through to us. By facing into a fear 
we are able to negate its power over us.  
 
It is really a question of surrender – not giving up – by 
no means giving up – but surrendering to God. When 
you have done all that is humanly possible in 
whatever the situation  – then you surrender yourself 
to God. “ I’ve done all I can do Lord – you have been 
with me through all of this and now there is nothing 
to do but surrender to you – you take over. I 
relinquish myself to you.”  We look at the fear right in 
its face and we tell it we w ill have nothing to do with 
it – it has no power over us – only God has power 
over us. It can be incredibly empowering because it is 
an action. Giving up is the refusal to take action. 
Giving up is saying there is nothing else to do - but to 
surrender, to relinquish - is absolutely active and 



 

requires doing something over and over as we face 
the fear down. Faith is actively trusting God. 
 
Perhaps we only meet that point of true faith when 
we can do no more ourselves. When we have done 
everything that is “ humanly”  possible – we then and 
perhaps only then relinquish ourselves to God. “ Let 
thy w ill be done.”  
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By James Hamilton 
 

“ Each member of the community who grows in love and 
w isdom helps the growth of the whole community.”  

 
Vanier, Jean (1979).  Communi ty and Growth  (pp. 131) 

founder of the L’Arche community for the mentally handicapped 
 

 
Father Brandt’s call for growth at St. M ichael’s has 
had transformative effects on the adult education 
program.  A  wonderful movement toward 
community discernment and enrichment is sprouting 
in our parish.  An exciting herald of growth soon to 
come. 
 
Building on the core Emmaus offerings of recent 
years, Seminarian Melanie Wright converted some of 
the congregation’s suggestions for adult education 
topics (many of you w ill remember Fr. Bolle’s 
message board filled with parishioner feedback) into 
vibrant communities for study and growth.  The 
impact on participants is unmistakable. 
 
Through Ms. Wright’s unabashed recruiting, the class 
on Jul ian of  Norwich started with a fanfare this 
winter.  Julian, an anchoress who lived a secluded, 
devout life in Norw ich, England in the late 14th 
century, was a quiet giant in revealing the feminine 
side of God.  And, though she lived a markedly 
different life than the busy and independent women 
of New York and our congregation, her perspective 
and her revelations were found by the class to have a 
new relevance for our times.  The class was able to 
delve into the heart of the ascetic life, w ith an equal 
part critique and awe, and be moved by the truths 
uncovered in Julian’s “ showings”  of Christ’s 
unrelenting love. 
 
Continuing in the tradition of monasticism, our 
Eastertide adult education class just concluded an 

exploration of the Rule of St. Benedict through the 
book Wisdom Distilled from the Daily: Living the Rule of 
St. Benedict Today by Joan Chittister, OSB.  Members of 
the class rotated teaching responsibilities as we 
studied two correlative chapters in the book each 
week.  Listening, Work, Holy Leisure, Hospitality and 
Obedience are some of the topics encapsulated in the 
rule.  And, Ms. Chittister’s perspective takes the 
seemingly confining regimen of a monk’s/ nun’s life 
and translates it for ordinary men and women of the 
Upper West Side. 
 
A ll of this preliminary work, along with the immense 
popularity of Bistro St. M ichael, the Sunday School 
program, our tremendous music program and more, 
shows that St. M ichael’s work is just beginning.  
Please continue to submit your ideas for community 
study and growth to Fr. Bolle.  And, don’t feel 
restricted to the preset times of Sunday morning and 
Wednesday night.  The community that we are 
located in needs us as much as we need them.  We 
must challenge ourselves to be innovators for growth. 
 
True listening, quietly, lovingly, by lay leaders and 
clergy alike, will encourage action and create a 
framework in our parish, preparing for the ambitious 
growth our rector is envisioning.  
 

 
“ A community gradually discovers, as it grows, that it is not 

there simply for itself.  It belongs to humanity.  It has 
received a gift which must bear fruit for all people.  If it 

closes in on itself, it w ill suffocate.  When it begins, a 
community is like a seed which must grow to become a tree 
giving abundant fruit, in which all the birds of the air can 
come to make their nests.  It must open its arms w ide and 

hold out its hands to give freely what it has freely received.  
Then seeds fall from the tree and new trees are born, and so 

life continues to flow and to grow; new communities are 
born.”  

 
Vanier, Jean (1979).  Communi ty and Growth  (pp. 117) 
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By Natasha Staatz 
 
This summer we are continuing our tradition of 
meeting on Wednesday nights.  But without Bistro 
St. M ichael to attend, we are going to convene at 
Dive Bar, between 95th and 96th on Amsterdam.  
Our talks will focus on Comparative Religions.  
We will meet to eat at 6:00 PM.  Please write me, 
nstaatz@gts.edu, if you have questions or 
comments. 
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attempting to create a program calendar for St. M ichael’s for the 
2004-05 year.  A ll programmatic aspects of the congregation were asked to generate their own ‘hoped for’ calendars 
for the coming year.  Outside factors such as public and private school vacations and, national holidays, as well as 
the Church Year calendars were all taken into account in the process.  Then those several calendars were brought 
together and reviewed by the program staff and then by the Parish Council and approved for publishing. 
 
The task of squeezing the many activities into a calendar grid is nearly complete and the published work w il l soon 
be available.  In the meantime, Council would l ike you to have the following introduction to whet your appetite for 
the whole year as well as to begin putting dates of importance to St. M ichael’s on your planning calendars now. 
 
August 2004 
9 – Monday Due date for items for the ‘Late Summer’ Messenger 
30 – Monday Due date for items for the ‘St. M ichael’s Day’ Messenger 

 
September  
5 – Sunday Sunday School registration. 
 11:45 AM – A ll Parish Barbecue/ Cookout 
8 – Wednesday  Choir Rehearsals Start 
 Bistro St. M ichael scheduled to begin 
12 – Sunday 7:45, 9:00, 11:15 AM – Three service schedule resumes  
 10:00 AM – Sunday School classes resume  
 Rally Day – a great opportunity to learn about and connect with St. M ichael’s many ministries 

 
October  
3 – Sunday St. M ichael’s Sunday – our special guest: Presiding Bishop Frank P. Griswold 
31 – Sunday Standard Time resumes 

 
November  
7 – Sunday A ll Saint’s Sunday 
21 – Sunday “ Celebration of Manhood and Womanhood”  The J2A – I Group at the 9:00 service. 
25 – Thursday 10:00 AM – Thanksgiving Day Service 
28 – Sunday 10:00 AM & 12:30 AM – A ll Parish: Advent Wreath Making (No classes today) 

 
December  
5 – Sunday Annual Vestry Election 
18 – Saturday A ll Parish Holiday Celebration 
19 – Sunday 10:00 AM – Sunday School Christmas Pageant 
25 – Saturday Christmas! 

 
January 2005 
9 – Sunday Baptisms – The Baptism of Our Lord 
 Sunday School Classes return after Christmas recess 

 
February  
9 – Wednesday Ash Wednesday - Lent begins 
20 – Sunday No Sunday School classes – President’s Weekend Holiday 

 
M arch  
20 – Sunday Palm Sunday 
 No Sunday School classes today 
21 – 26 Holy Week 
27 – Sunday Easter! M ore to come! 
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Thursday, May 20, 2004 
 
[Episcopal News Service]  “ It is sadly ironic that follow ing an Israeli peace demonstration, the largest in years, 
supporting evacuation of settlements in Gaza, attacks by Israeli Defense Forces in Gaza have cost many civilian lives 
and demolished many homes, causing grave human suffering.   
 
“ Israel’s legitimate need for self defense against terrorism requires proportionality and cannot justify tank and 
helicopter attacks on civilians that have resulted in the deaths of dozens of non combatants, including women and 
children, in the Rafah area.  These attacks included the reckless killing of civilians protesting against the destruction 
of their homes and neighborhoods and are wrong and unacceptable.  Obstruction and delays of ambulances by 
Israeli forces have also increased suffering.   Nor does any compelling security need justify the widespread 
destruction of the homes of Palestinian families across a wide area in Rafah that has multiplied the humanitarian 
damage. ”  
 
“ As an ally of Israel and a friend of the Palestinians, the United States has a moral responsibil ity to demand that 
Israel end these attacks on Palestinians while demanding that Palestinians also abandon violence and terror.  The 
need is urgent for both sides to renew peaceful negotiations to end the terrible cycle of violence in the land that is 
called holy.” �
�
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by John Johnson  
Wednesday, May 19, 2004 
 
[Episcopal  News Service] Presiding Bishop Frank T. Griswold joined 30 national religious leaders and prominent 
scientists in signing a letter to U.S. Senators, bringing attention to global climate change and pressing senate leaders 
to revisit consideration of legislation to reduce human-created greenhouse gases.  Nobel Prize winners, evangelicals, 
Orthodox, Roman Catholics and Jewish leaders joined a number of mainline church leaders in the effort lead by the 
National Religious Partnership for the Environment.  
 
"When ©discernable human influence© is determined to be a cause of destruction, we are dealing with moral and 
ethical concerns as well as scientific and policy issues.  For many, these are shaped by religious conviction," the letter 
stated. 
 
The Episcopal Church through the Executive Council has called on the President to provide financial support and 
leadership for developing nations to control their emissions of greenhouse gasses in order to reduce their 
vulnerability to climate change.  In April 2001, following the Bush Administration’s announced policy to withdraw 
from the Kyoto Protocol, the Presiding Bishop wrote to the President to express support for efforts to reduce global 
warming and concern that the United States was abandoning the historic treaty. 
 
President Bush has called for U.S. companies to commit to voluntary measures to reduce carbon dioxide emissions 
and supported billions in funding for more study of climate change.  Many of the world©s leading scientists on global 
warning, including several of the signers of the letter to Senators, have stated that additional study is not needed as 
scientific evidence is well documented on the subject. 
 
"A t this critical moment in history, however many of us share a deep conviction that global climate change presented 
an unprecedented threat to the integrity of life on Earth and a challenge to universal values that bind us as human 
beings," the letter stated.�
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What a difference 50 days can make! That©s certainly the Biblical testimony regarding the l ives of Jesus© disciples. 
Remember? On that first Easter night most of the disciples had somehow come together "behind locked doors" 
because they were afraid. A fraid, perhaps, that they might be identified as ©Jesus© people© and swallowed up in 
some ongoing police action to wipe out a thought-to-be rebellious crowd. 
 
So, afraid they were and behind locked doors when suddenly they perceived the risen Jesus to be in their very 
midst. "Shalom!", he says, "Peace be with you!" Jesus begins the process of demonstrating to them that the promise 
he had made to them before the crucifixion that he would rise again had been fulfilled. Gradually, it seems, through 
a series of recorded encounters with their newly-raised master - the Emmaus Road,  broiled fish for breakfast on the 
Galilee, the invitation to Thomas to place his finger in the nail holes - the disciples began to comprehend, to 
understand that it really was true, and that they could trust what they were seeing and hearing. 
 
Then Jesus takes the next step and begins to prepare them for another change: that he would not be staying w ith 
them. That he would be departing, going "back to the Father". And he was doing that so they could go forward as 
bearers and tellers of the truth of resurrection that they had experienced first-hand. They would be enabled to do 
"even greater things." Jesus makes another promise to them: that they w ill not be left alone. Soon, very soon, they 
would be joined by and empowered by a Comforter, an Advocate, the Holy Spirit, who would dwell w ith them and 
in them to give them all they needed to by Apostles of the new way. 
 
On the 50th day after that first Easter, the one where they had gathered in such fear and loneliness, they once again 
were gathered in an upper room. This time there was no fear, no mention of locked doors. Suddenly they were 
aware of the Holy Spirit making its presence felt: tongues of fire, the rushing, mighty wind, and the joy they were 
suddenly feeling! And then the discovery that they could speak all the foreign languages of all the pilgrims 
gathering in Jerusalem! So to the rooftops they went, nine o©clock in the morning, to begin to proclaim the great 
good news that was now totally part of their being, that salvation was 
available to all humanity in the name of Jesus Christ. The crowds 
responded in great numbers, thousands were baptized and the Church 
was born. 
 
Which brings us to today and our responsibili ty - and joy! - as the 
Church in this place, 99th and Amsterdam, to continue the 
proclamation of that Good News. We want the world to come in, to 
learn about Jesus here, to find Jesus ready to enter their lives here, to 
be challenged ourselves as to what it means for us to let Jesus more 
fully into our own lives. May we use the beautiful summer season to 
bring others with us to Church, to gently offer the great gifts we 
believe we have from God, and to open ourselves to the transforming, 
fulfilling life available in Jesus Christ our Lord.  We will discover that 
God has great plans for us.  Are you ready for some surprises?  I’ll bet 
God has a few of those in store for us as well.  I think we are going to 
be discovering all sorts of latent talents and hidden – or overlooked – 
gifts we already possess and have just not found a way to use.  Let’s 
find ways to use them all to the Glory of God and building up of God’s 
Church! 

 

 


